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FELIX MENDELSSOHN 

(1809-1847)

Selections from Songs without Words

No. 1 in E Major, op. 19

No. 6 in A-flat Major, op. 38

No. 4 in C Major “Spinnenlied,” op. 67

No. 6 in E Major, “Lullaby,” op. 67

No. 2 in F-sharp Minor, op. 67

No. 4 in D Major, op. 85

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

(1770-1827)

Piano Sonata in D Minor, Opus 31, No. 2 

“Tempest”

Largo; Allegro

Adagio

Allegretto

INTERMISSION

RICHARD WAGNER 

(1813-1883)

ARR. NIKOLAI LUGANSKY 

(b. 1972)

Selections from Die Götterdämmerung

Brünnhilde and Siegfried’s Love Duet  

(Prologue)

Siegfried’s Rhine Journey (Prologue)

Siegfried’s Funeral March (Act III)

Finale: Brünnhilde’s Immolation (Act III)

RICHARD WAGNER

(1813-1883)

Isoldens Liebestod: Schlußszene aus 

Tristan und Isolde, S.447

This performance is approximately 2 hours, 
including a 15-minute intermission.

This event is an external rental presented in coordination with the Kennedy Center 
Campus Rentals Office and is not produced by the Kennedy Center.

PROGRAM
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MEET THE ARTIST

NIKOLAI LUGANSKY, piano 

Pianist Nikolai Lugansky is 
renowned for his interpretations 
of Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev, 
Chopin and Debussy. He has 
received numerous awards for 
recordings and artistic merit. 
Described by Gramophone as “the 
most trailblazing and meteoric 
performer of all,” he is a pianist of 
extraordinary depth and versatility.

In the 2024/25 season, he has 
been invited by the NHK Symphony 
Orchestra in Tokyo (Dutoit), the 
NDR Radiophilharmonie Hannover 
(Kochanovsky), the Brussels 
Philharmonic (Ono), the Orchestre 
Philharmonique de Radio France 

(Peltokovsky), the Berlin Konzerthaus Orchester (Valčuha), the Philharmonia 
London (Rouvali), at St. Louis Symphony Orchestra (Denève). He continues 
touring his Wagner transcriptions in recitals at the Teatro alla Scala, the 
Théâtre des Champs-Élysées, the Wiener Konzerthaus, the Wigmore Hall, 
the Zurich Tonhalle, the Piano à Lyon, the Gulbenkian, among many others. 
He will returns to Korea with a recital tour in Ulsan, Daegu and Seoul, as 
well South America in Bogotá and with the Orquestra Sinfônica do Estado 
de São Paulo, and to the U.S. with a recital tour in various cities, including 
Aspen, Washington D.C., and Kansas City.

Lugansky has an exclusive contract with Harmonia Mundi. His recordings 
have received several awards including the Diapason d’Or, Choc de l’Année, 
and Gramophone Editor’s Choice. His latest recording “Richard Wagner” was 
released in March 2024.

Photo by Marco Borggreve
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PROGRAM NOTES

Selections from Songs without Words
Felix Mendelssohn
Born February 3, 1809, Hamburg
Died November 4, 1847, Leipzig

Between 1830 and 1845 Mendelssohn composed a number of short pieces 
for piano that he called Lieder ohne Worte (“Songs without Words”). That title 
makes clear that the impulse in this music is fundamentally lyric. A singing 
melody, usually in the right hand, is supported by a relatively straightforward 
accompaniment in the left, and many of these pieces are easy enough to 
suggest that Mendelssohn intended them for the growing number of amateur 
pianists in the first part of the nineteenth century. But many of them are 
frankly virtuosic, so difficult that they remain beyond the reach of all but 
the most talented amateur pianists. All these pieces show Mendelssohn’s 
virtues–appealing melodies, a nice sense of form, rhythmic vitality, and 
polished writing for the piano–and they became vastly popular, particularly in 
England. On one of his visits to London, Mendelssohn played several of the 
Songs without Words for Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.

Mendelssohn collected and published these pieces in groups of six; six 
sets appeared during his lifetime and two more posthumously. The form 
of these brief pieces is generally straightforward: the melody is presented 
immediately, the center section sees a brief development of this material, 
and Mendelssohn usually rounds matters off with a restatement of the 
melody at the close.

Mendelssohn composed the Lieder in E Major, Opus 19, No. 1 around 
1829 when he was only 20. He marks it Andante con moto, and a rippling 
accompaniment in the left hand continues virtually throughout. Above this 
murmuring sound, Mendelssohn sets a flowing, gentle melody that he 
stresses should be cantabile, and this evolves gracefully as the piece makes 
its way to the quiet close.

Mendelssohn himself gave the Andante con moto in A-flat Major (Opus 38, 
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No. 6) the nickname “Duetto.” Composed in 1836, this music offers a graceful 
melodic line that seems to be performed by two different pianists, or perhaps 
two different singers. This “duet” has the performers seeming to converse–
or respond–to each other, and in the score Mendelssohn specifies that a 
performer must take care to project both voices clearly.

The next three Lieder are from Mendelssohn’s Opus 67, published in 1845, 
the year that also saw the premiere of his famous Violin Concerto. No. 4 is 
the famous Spinnerlied, or “Spinning Song”: Presto sixteenth-notes offer the 
sound of the spinning wheel, while the lighthearted song skips along above 
that quiet rush. No. 6 is a waltz in 3/8, marked Allegretto non troppo; after 
all its dancing energy, it comes to a very gentle conclusion. No. 2, marked 
Allegro leggiero, is in the unusual meter 12/16; it dances gracefully along its 
staccato writing.

Mendelssohn marks Opus 85, No. 4 Andante sostenuto and combines a 
heartfelt melody in the right hand with a quietly arpeggiated accompaniment 
in the left.

Piano Sonata in D Minor, op. 31, no. 2 “Tempest”
Ludwig van Beethoven
Born December 16, 1770, Bonn
Died March 26, 1827, Vienna

Beethoven liked to escape from hot Vienna to spend his summers in the 
countryside, and in April 1802 he moved to Heiligenstadt. Now a suburb of 
Vienna, Heiligenstadt was then a rural village, offering sunshine, streams 
and meadows, and a view of distant mountains. The summer proved 
extremely productive for the 31-year-old composer: he completed the three 
violin sonatas of his Opus 30, the three piano sonatas of Opus 31, his Second 
Symphony, and several other works for piano. Yet for all its productiveness, 
this was an agonizing summer for Beethoven―he finally had to face the 
fact that his hearing problems would eventually mean total deafness. In 
an extraordinary letter to his two brothers that fall before he returned to 
Vienna―never sent and perhaps written to himself―Beethoven confessed 
that he had considered suicide that summer.

But Beethoven was too great an artist to let the events of his own life 
dictate or stain his art, and biographers have looked in vain for evidence of 
internal turmoil in the music he produced that summer. The second sonata 
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of Beethoven’s Opus 31 has been much admired, for it has seemed the 
most “advanced” of the set in its use of tonality, its conception of theme, 
and its minor-key urgency. It is the only one of the set with a nickname (it 
is sometimes referred to as the “Tempest”) and this nickname originated―
more or less―with the composer: when asked about the significance of this 
sonata, Beethoven is reported to have replied, “Read The Tempest!” That has 
proven a cryptic remark and perhaps not one that sheds useful light on our 
understanding of this music, for the sonata seems to have no relation at all to 
Shakespeare’s play.

What it does have, though, is unusual dramatic urgency in its outer 
movements. The first movement has occasioned much comment because 
it is hard to make out exactly what constitutes the main theme: Beethoven 
alternates between an arpeggiated Largo and a breathless Allegro, and 
this starting-and-stopping quality, with its sharp contrasts of tempo and 
dynamic, marks the entire first movement. Beethoven drives the movement 
to its conclusion with a terse and abrupt section marked Allegro, and the 
quiet close seems to have resolved none of its tensions. The Adagio, in B-flat 
major, is characterized by unusual nobility, intensified by quiet, drum-like 
figures deep in the left hand. The second subject, marked dolce, rocks along 
innocently on dotted rhythms, but it is the quiet strength of the opening idea 
that haunts the memory. The sonata-form finale, marked Allegretto, has 
been called a perpetual-motion movement, and it is in constant motion, with 
dark, dramatic washes of sound pressing forward throughout. Beethoven’s 
experiments with what constitutes a theme continue here, and the perpetual-
motion quality of this movement comes from constantly overlapping 
arpeggios―this is music made more of texture than of distinctive musical 
ideas. There are moments of light along the way, but the tone remains 
predominantly dark, and this most impressive sonata―its energy spent―
trails off into sudden silence.

Selections from Die Götterdämmerung (arr. Lugansky)
Richard Wagner
Born May 22, 1813, Leipzig
Died February 13, 1883, Venice

Die Götterdämmerung (composed 1869-74) is the final opera of Wagner’s Der 
Ring des Nibelungen, and it brings that cycle to its catastrophic conclusion. 
On this program, Nikolai Lugansky offers his own piano arrangements of four 
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of the most famous excerpts from that opera. Die Götterdämmerung opens 
with a dark and lengthy Prologue that foretells disaster (and which is not part 
of these arrangements), but the action itself begins in sunlight and strength, 
as Siegfried and Brünnhilde emerge from the cave where they have spent the 
night. In Brünnhilde and Siegfried’s Love Duet he gives her the ring, and she 
gives him her horse Grane and sends him off in search of new adventures 
and new heroic deeds; he descends to the Rhine, his horn call resounding in 
the distance, as she waves to him from atop her rocky crag. Siegfried’s Rhine 
Journey opens with the dark Fate motif and soon we hear the graceful theme 
associated with Brunnhilde and the powerful music of Siegfried, and from 
there we move to the Rhine journey itself. This is magnificent music, built 
on a majestic variant of the Siegfried motif, as well as the motifs of Fire, the 
Rhine, and the Rhinemaidens, and it glows with the strength and resolve of 
the young hero.

We next skip far ahead in the opera. Hagen has stabbed Siegfried in the 
back with a spear, killing him, and Siegfried’s Funeral Music accompanies 
the procession that bears his body away. In the opera, two quiet timpani 
strokes open the Funeral Music, and the music grows quickly to a massive 
restatement of those two strokes (in the score Wagner marks this Feierlich: 
“solemnly”). Siegfried’s body is then borne through the moonlight and mists 
back to the hall of the Gibichungs. Wagner builds this processional music 
on music that has marked Siegfried’s life, particularly the motifs of Fate, the 
Sword, and of Siegfried himself.

The final excerpt, Brünnhilde’s Immolation, comes from end of the opera. 
Brünnhilde comes upon the scene, learns of Siegfried’s death, and forgives 
his betrayal of her. She throws the ring into the Rhine, orders a funeral pyre 
ignited for Siegfried’s funeral, and rides Grane into those flames, joining 
Siegfried in death. The heavens open to reveal Valhalla itself in flames, and 
the Rhine overflows its banks, destroying the rule of the gods and cleansing 
the way for the rise of man.
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Isoldens Liebestod: Schlußszene aus Tristan und Isolde, S.447
Richard Wagner

Franz Liszt
Born October 22, 1811, Raiding
Died July 31, 1886, Bayreuth

Liszt and Wagner shared a long and―at times―difficult relationship. During 
his years as music director in Weimar, Liszt championed Wagner’s music and 
led a number of his operas, including the premiere of Lohengrin. But in 1865 
Liszt’s daughter Cosima abandoned her husband Hans von Bülow, ran off 
with Wagner, and eventually married him. Liszt was furious with both Cosima 
and Wagner and remained estranged from them until a reconciliation was 
worked out in 1872.

If Liszt could disapprove of Wagner’s actions, he nevertheless admired his 
music, and he made piano transcriptions of music from eleven of Wagner’s 
operas. Liszt wrote a number of what have been called paraphrases or 
reminiscences of music from the operas of many composers–often these 
were completely original compositions in which the opera music served 
only as the starting point for Liszt’s own virtuosity. But Liszt’s transcriptions 
of excerpts from Wagner’s operas were much more respectful–they were 
almost always straightforward and literal. Liszt’s intentions here were 
generous: he liked this music and felt that he could make it better known 
by creating piano versions of works that would be heard only rarely in their 
original form.

Liszt made his transcription of Isoldens Liebestod in 1867, only two 
years after the premiere of Tristan und Isolde (and during his period of 
estrangement from Wagner and Cosima). Isolde’s final scene is of course 
best-known as the Liebestod (or “love-death”). At the end of the opera, as 
Tristan lies dead before her, Isolde sings her farewell to both Tristan and to 
life. This music has become familiar as one of the most famous orchestral 
excerpts from Wagner’s operas: as Isolde finds ecstatic fulfillment in death, 
Wagner surrounds her with a shimmering, glowing orchestral sound. Liszt’s 
transcription of this scene is remarkable for its fidelity to Wagner’s music 
and for his subtle approach to the sonority of the piano.

Program notes by Eric Bromberger.
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This event is made possible through the generous support of Susan 
S. Angell.

Washington Performing Arts’s classical music performances this 
season are made possible in part through the generous support of 
Betsy and Robert Feinberg and the Dallas Morse Coors Foundation 
for the Performing Arts.

Special thanks to the following lead supporters of Washington 
Performing Arts’s mission-driven work: Jacqueline Badger 
Mars and Mars, Incorporated; D.C. Commission on the Arts and 
Humanities; the National Capital Arts and Cultural Affairs Program 
and the U.S. Commission of Fine Arts; The Morris and Gwendolyn 
Cafritz Foundation; and Events DC.

SPONSORS

Get involved with Washington Performing Arts today.



Special thanks: Anonymous; Susan S. Angell; Lynn Rhomberg.

Special thanks: National Endowment for the Arts; Kerrien Suarez; Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sonnenreich; and donors to 
the Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Award and Recital Fund.

Washington Performing Arts’s classical music performances this season are made possible in part through the generous 
support of Betsy and Robert Feinberg and the Dallas Morse Coors Foundation for the Performing Arts.

These performances are external rentals presented in coordination with the Kennedy Center Campus Rentals Office and
are not produced by the Kennedy Center.

Hayes Piano Series
CLAYTON STEPHENSON, piano 
Saturday, March 15, 2025 / 2:00 p.m.

Gramophone hails Clayton Stephenson as “… not just a 
remarkable virtuoso, but a poet, a dramatist and master 
storyteller.” Experience his captivating artistry in this program of 
Schubert, Stravinsky, Gershwin, and more!

AFRICAN QUEENS
KAREN SLACK, soprano
Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Recital
Sunday, March 9, 2025 / 7:30 p.m.

This unique concert program presented by Grammy-winning 
soprano Karen Slack celebrates the lives and legacies of seven 
African queens, weaving historical narrative through new works 
by acclaimed composers. This performance in the Terrace Theater 
also features Kevin Miller on piano.Ph
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SEONG-JIN CHO, piano 
Tuesday, February 18, 2025 / 7:00 p.m.

Highly sought-after soloist and Artist-in-Residence of the Berliner 
Philharmoniker, Seong-Jin Cho performs a rare recital of Ravel’s 
full catalogue of solo piano works at the Concert Hall.

Special thanks: Ellen and Michael Gold; Lisa and Gordon Rush; His Excellency Hyundong Cho, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Korea.
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Join Washington Performing Arts for an upcoming
performance at the Kennedy Center!
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ABOUT WASHINGTON  
PERFORMING ARTS
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One of the most established and honored performing arts 
institutions in America, Washington Performing Arts has 
engaged for more than half a century with artists, audiences, 
students, and civic life. The city is truly our stage: for decades, 
in venues ranging from concert halls and clubs to public parks, 
we have presented a tremendous range of artists and art forms, 
from the most distinguished symphony orchestras to both 
renowned and emerging artists in classical music, gospel music, 
jazz, international genres, and more. 

Washington Performing Arts deeply values its partnerships 
with local organizations and other arts institutions. Through 
events online and in a myriad of performance venues and 
neighborhoods, Washington Performing Arts engages 
international visiting artists in community programs and 
introduces local artists to wider audiences. 

We place a premium on establishing artists as a continuing 
presence in the lives of both young people and adults through 
residencies and education programs.

For its achievements, Washington Performing Arts has been 
recognized with a National Medal of Arts and with three Mayor’s 
Arts Awards from the D.C. Government. We have now embarked 
upon our second half-century, ever inspired by the motto of our 
founder, Patrick Hayes: “Everybody in, nobody out.”
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McGuireWoods Consulting
Rosemarie Rinn and  

Dennis McKearin
Cheryl McQueen
Mr.† and Mrs.† Herbert 

Milstein/The Greene-
Milstein Family Foundation

Thomas J. Kim and   
John F. Olson

The Pohanka Family 
Foundation

Olwen and Don Pongrace
Adam Clayton Powell III and 

Irene M. Solet
Pro Musica Hebraica
Mrs. Lynn Rhomberg
Denise Rollins
Ruth Sorenson
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Tommer
The Venable Foundation
Maria Voultsides and  

Thomas C. Chisnell, II
Zaminah D. Williams

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous (1)
Mr. John B. Adams
HMF Beaudoin Family 

Foundation
Jenny Bilfield and   

Joel Phillip Friedman

Mr. Andrea Broggini and  
Ms. Jennifer Bullard-
Broggini

Sharon Burka/Harry and  
Fay Burka Foundation

Nici and Toby Bush
Capitol Hill Community 

Foundation
Sir and Mrs. Peter R. Crane
Mr. Mark Sterling Determan
Mr. John Driscoll
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dungan
Patricia Roberts and  

Bill Foster
Mr. Donald and Mrs. Irene 

Dunn Gavin
Ms. Jannes Waples Gibson
Michela Gorham and  

Chris Pedzich
Maria J. Hankerson, PhD
Ms. Judith Henderson
Ms. Susan B. Hepner
Mr. E. Scott Kasprowicz and 

Ms. Elizabeth Thorsey
Ms. Danielle Kazmier and  

Mr. Ronald M. Bradley
Arleen and Edward Kessler
Kathryn and Will Korengold
James and Barbara Loots
Lena Scott Lundh and 

Lennart Lundh
Ms. Katherine G. McLeod
Amanda and Nathan Michael
Mr. Camden Miller
John and Paula Millian
The Honorable Mary V. 

Mochary
Mary Beth and Michael Morell
Dr. and Mrs. Franklin Moses
Andy Pharoah
Susan and Michael Pillsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Polinger
Mr. Trevor Potter and  

Mr. Dana Westring
James J. Sandman and 

Elizabeth D. Mullin
Elizabeth Locke and  

John Staelin
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stevens
Holli Thompson and  

Rick Leach
Héctor J. Torres and  

Jay Haddock Ortiz
Laurie Volk
Ms. Alexine Von Keszycki and 

Dr. Kevin O'Connor
George Wasserman Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Maggalean W. Weston
Catherine and Douglas 

Wheeler
Carol and John Wilner

Deborah and David Winston
Louisa Woodville and  

Nigel Ogilvie

$1,200 - $2,499
Anonymous (2)
Ruth and Henry Aaron
Mrs. Mary Abel Smith
Ed†  and Lorraine Adams
Frederick and   

Christine Andreae
Ms. Anita Antenucci
Katharine Barry
Lisa and James Baugh
Ms. Jackie Chalkley
Mr. Paul D. Cronin†

Tashna and AJ Daley
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bradley Davis
Mr. Osborne P. Mackie
The Charles Delmar 

Foundation
Shirley Diaz
Ms. Kelly King Dibble
Nancy R. Dodge
Omar Farid
Dr. Jacqui Francis
Ersian François
Ms. Catherine French
Rhona Wolfe Friedman and 

Donald J. Friedman
Laura Genero, in memory of 

Elizabeth H. Genero
Mia Glickman
Jesse Goodman and  

Nicole Lurie
Cab and Susan Grayson
Ms. Felecia Love Greer
Andrea L. Grimaldi
Hannah Gross
Cassidy Grunninger
Ms. June Hajjar
Ms. Gertraud Hechl
Mr. Charles L. Holloway
The Randy Hostetler Living 

Room Music Fund
Lauren† and Glen Howard
Ms. Leonade D. Jones
Ms. Betsy Scott Kleeblatt
Mr.† and Mrs. Eugene I. 

Lambert
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. 

Larkin
Kamis Lawrence
Mr. Andrew Lee
Y. Grace Lin and   

Y. Morris Chen
Mr.† and Mrs. Dale Lindsay
Angela M. Lo Re
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Supporters (cont.)

John McCann
Ms. Paola Moya and  

Mr. Neil Albert
Ms. Alyssa O'Connor
Dan and Susan Pereles
Ms. Jean Perin
Ms. Michele Rambo
Hunter and   

Elizabeth Rawlings
Cara Rhone
W. Thomas Rice
Shebbie R. and   

William S. Rice, III
Ms. Patricia Richards
Hugo Rojo
Ms. Sara E. Sanders/Sanders 

Foundation
Ambassador A. Sarukhan and 

Mrs. V. Valencia Sarukhan
Ms. Grace Shen
Dr. Margaret Simms and  

Dr. Charles Betsey
Mrs. Fera Simone
Catherine Snyderwine
Olivia Stam
Howard and Janice Stoodley
Dr. Wesley Delaine Thomas 

and Mr. Eric Jones
Mrs. Annie Totah
Henry Valencia
Mr. Reginald Van Lee
Ms. Viviane M. Warren
Ms. Katherine Grayson 

Wilkins
Ms. Sandra Willen
Ms. Christina Witsberger
Kevin Yen and Tiffany Tsay

$600-$1,199
Anonymous (3)
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Amorosi
David M. Bachman, M.D.
Janice Baker
Hon.† and   

Mrs. John W. Barnum
Dr. and    

Mrs. E. DeVaughn Belton
Riyhana Bey and   

Ellington Robinson
Chris Bird
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bonds
Kathleen Buhle
Ms. Toni Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Guy F. Campbell
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Chapman
Drs. Judith and   

Thomas Chused
Jayne E. Delaney

Mr. Andrew Dibble
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Eagle
Danielle Heyman Feist
James Feldman and  

Natalie Wexler
Linda Foinding
Ms. Barbara Gold
Dr. Robert J. Gottschall and 

Ms. Yukiko Tani
Paul Gourdin and   

Joanne Weiss
Mr. David M. Gray
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Greenwold
Jack E. Hairston Jr.
Miss Deidre Veronica Hill
Carol and Albert Hunt
William and Corinne Irwin
Dr. J. Stephen and   

Mrs. Kathryn Jones
Dr. Vinetta Jones
Nelson and Susanne Joyner
Shannon Kalogeras
Erna and Michael Kerst
Angela King Thompson
Matt Korn and Cindy Miller
Simeon M. Kriesberg† and 

Martha L. Kahn
Jane Mary Kwass
James and Sandra Lafond
Ms. Albertina D. Lane
Ms. Robin Leeds
Laura London
Ms. Wendy Luke
Carmini Luther
Mr. Daniel Marcus and  

Dr. Maeva Marcus
Patrick D. McCoy, in honor of 

Jenny Bilfield
Mr. and Mrs. Rufus W. 

McKinney
Ms. Elizabeth McKune
Wesley Meekins and  

Hannah Church
Virginia C. Moseley and 

Thomas R. Nides
Nicholas Netchvolodoff
Wendy Orent
Mark Orr
Mr. Simon Patmore-Zarcone
Kayla Payne
Robert Peirce and   

Sharon Harroun
Jeannie Perron
Kayla Ross Perry Memorial 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Peth
J.K. Phenix
Carmen Ramirez

John Rupp and   
Charlotte Goodman

Adriano Schmid
Richard Schottenfeld and 

Tanina Rostain
Ami Scott and   

Lucius Outlaw III
Greg Scott
Dr. Deborah Sewell
Dr. Debra Shapiro
Ms. Wendy Shapiro
Kyle Shernuk
Dr. Deborah J. Sherrill
Alison and John Shulman
Jeremy Skog
Dane and Sarah Smith
Martha S. Sproule
Ms. Pamela Sutherland
Ebony D. Thomas
Mr. and    

Mrs. Theodore Thorpe
Jeffery Tribble
Mohit Tuteja
Mr. Sanford and   

Dr. Beth Ungar
David Waltman
Washington Performing Arts 

Women's Committee
Wolfgang and Carol Wawersik
Ms. Raleigh Wheeler 
Collin White
Sandy and Helen Wilkes
James Beller and 

Christopher Wolf
Mr. James Yap
Paul Yarowsky and   

Kathryn Grumbach

† deceased
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THE RUTH BADER GINSBURG 
MEMORIAL FUND

The Ruth Bader Ginsburg Memorial Fund was established in 2021 to honor the late 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s life, legacy, and passion for music 
with an annual award to a distinguished artist that includes the opportunity to choose 
a musical talent deserving of wider recognition to be presented in a Washington 
Performing Arts recital in Justice Ginsburg’s memory.

Anonymous (6) 
Linda Fienberg and  

Jeffrey Bauman 
Carole and Henry Berman 
Paul Schiff Berman 
Jenny Bilfield and  

Joel Phillip Friedman
Barbara Broidy 
Mr.† and Mrs. Calvin Cafritz 
Henry Cao 
Dr. and Mrs. Abe Cherrick 
Robin Rowan Clarke 
Chris Conte 
Frank and Sunny Cook 
Robert and Jamie Craft 
Ronald Dabrowski 
Anthony DiResta and 

Terrance Mason 
Michael Dockterman 
David Ellen 
Susan Esserman 
Mr. and Mrs. William and 

Michele Farquhar 
Marian and Milton Carr 

Ferguson 
Anne and Burton Fishman 
Norma Lee† and  

Morton Funger† 

Tom Gallagher and  
Barbara Myers 

Barbara D. Gholz 
Caroline and Mark Goldzweig 
Jamie Gorelick and  

Richard Waldhorn 
Susan R. and  

Sanford D. Greenberg 

Hannah Grove-Dejarnett 
Sarah Haft 
Jo Ann Hearld 
Betsy C. Hegg 
Hermann and Janet Helgert 
Harryette and Stanley Helsel 
Beth and Stephen Hess 
Ms. Michelle Hoffmann 
Judy Honig and Stephen Robb 
Judith Richards Hope, Family 

Partners Fund 
Murray Horwitz and Lisa 

Miller 
James and Zona Hostetler
Antonia B. Ianniello and 

George Chuzi 
Kari L. Jaksa 
Kathryn and  

J. Stephen Jones, MD 
Jodie Kelley and Scott Sinder 
Michael J. Klarman 
Ineke and Peter Kreeger/David 

Lloyd Kreeger Foundation 
June and Jerry†  Libin 
The Honorable Jan M. and 

Elizabeth Lodal 
Lucinda Low and  

Daniel Magraw 
Susan C. Lubick 
Alfred Mamlet and  

Rochelle Bobroff 
Jacqueline B. Mars 
Dr. Gary Mather† and  

Ms. Christina Co Mather 
KLMorris 
Melanie and Larry Nussdorf 

Tom Kim and John Olson 
W. Stephen and Diane E. Piper 
Samantha Pollack 
Elizabeth Racheva and 

Danail Rachev 
Anne and Steven Reed 
Gwen Renigar 
Catherine B. Reynolds 

Foundation 
James E. Rocap III 
Elaine Rose 
James J. Sandman and 

Elizabeth D. Mullin 
Ami Scott 
Kathleen Shurtleff 
Miriam Steinberg-Egeth 
Héctor J. Torres and  

Jay Haddock Ortiz 
Nina Totenberg and  

David Reines 
Rich and Kathleen Trautman 
Meiyu Tsung and Curtis Chang 
Mary Jo Veverka 
Rebekah and Mark 

Wasserman 
Christie-Anne and  

Jeffrey P. Weiss 
Philip R. West and  

Barbara Yellen 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas H. 

Wheeler 
Jonathan and Ruby Zhu

† deceased

As of March 31, 2024
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS LEGACY SOCIETY

Shirley and Albert H.† Small, 
  Honorary Chairs
Stefan F. Tucker, Chair

Anonymous (6)
Mr. David G.† and  
  Mrs. Rachel Abraham
Dr.† and Mrs.†  
  Clement C. Alpert
Mr. and Mrs.† George A. Avery
Eve E. Bachrach
Mr. James H. Berkson†

Susan Boyd†

Ms. Jenny Bilfield and  
  Dr. Joel Phillip Friedman
Ms. Lorna Bridenstine†

Charlotte Anne Cameron
Samuel J. Carabetta
Sue Sloan Carlton
Dr. Mark Cinnamon
Ms. Christina Co Mather 
Chieko and Douglas Cook
Mr. and Mrs. F. Robert Cook
Ms. Josephine Cooper
Amb. William and  
  Laryssa Courtney
James and Susan Deerin
Mrs. Luna E. Diamond†

Mr. and Mrs. Edison W. Dick 
Barbara† and  
  Sidney Dickstein†

Ms. Carol M. Dreher
Leatrice and Melvin Eagle
Ms. Eve Epstein†

Burton and Anne Fishman 
Donald Flanders†

Mrs. Sophie P. Fleming†

Mrs. Charlotte G. Frank†

Rhona Wolfe Friedman  
Tom Gallagher
Mr. Ezra Glaser†

Dr. and Mrs. Michael S. Gold
Mrs. Paula S. Goldman
Barbara W. Gordon†

June Hajjar

Jay and Robin Hammer
Mr. James M. Harkless 
Susan B. Hepner
Carl D. Hobelman† and  
  Grace Hobelman
Ann M. Hoopes
Craig M. Hosmer and  
  Daryl Reinke
Charles E. Hoyt†

Josephine S. Huang, Ph.D.†

Aaron† and Alexine† Jackson 
Enid Tucker Johnson
Charles† and Lois Jones
Keiko and Steven Kaplan
Victoria and Bruce Kimble
Daniel L. Korengold
Dr. Marvin C. Korengold†

Jane Mary Kwass
James and Sandra Lafond
Evelyn Lear† and  
  Thomas Stewart†

Marion Lewis†

Herbert Lindow†

Harry M.† and  
  Judith B.† Linowes
Wendy Luke
Noreen M. Lyday
Mrs. David Maginnes
Chris and Mary Mahle
Lydia Micheaux Marshall
Dr. Gary D. Mather† 
Doris McClory† 
Carol Melamed
Robert I. Misbin
Glenn A. Mitchell†

Mrs. Viola Musher†

Jeffrey T. Neal
The Alessandro Niccoli  
  Scholarship Award
The Pola Nirenska Memorial  
  Award
Gerson Nordlinger†

Linda Parisi and  
  J.J. Finkelstein
Karen and Neale Perl

Gwen Petitjean†

Dr. W. Stephen and  
  Mrs. Diane Piper
Mildred Poretsky†

The Honorable† and  
  Mrs. Stephen Porter†

Betryce Prosterman†

Susan E. Roberts
Elaine R. Rose
Miriam Rose†

Linda Rosenfeld and  
  Fred Krosner
James J. Sandman and  
  Elizabeth D. Mullin
Mrs. Ann Schein
Charlotte† and  
  Hubert (Hank)† Schlosberg
Zelda Segal
Jean Head Sisco†

Mr.† and Mrs. Sanford Slavin
Shirley and Albert H.† Small
Mr. Robert Smith and  
  Ms. Natalie Moffett Smith
Mrs. Isaac Stern
Mr. Leonard Topper
Hector Torres
Sami and Annie Totah Family  
  Foundation
Marilyn and Stefan F. Tucker
Reginald Van Lee
Mary Jo Veverka
Maria Voultsides and 
   Thomas C. Chisnell II
Frederica† and Ulric† Weil
Douglas and  
  Catherine Wheeler
Mr.† and Mrs.  
  Robert H. Winter
Washington Performing Arts  
  Women’s Committee
Margaret S. Wu
  In memory of Y. H. and T. F. Wu

† deceased

As of January 15, 2025

Legacy Society members appreciate the vital role that performing arts play in the
community, as well as in their own lives. By remembering Washington Performing
Arts in their will or estate plans, members enhance our annual fund, endowment,
or donor-designated programs and help make it possible for the next generations
to enjoy the same quality and diversity of presentations both on stages and in our
schools and community.
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WASHINGTON PERFORMING ARTS STAFF

EXECUTIVE STAFF
President & CEO  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jenny Bilfield
President Emeritus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Douglas H. Wheeler
Executive Assistant   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Audrey Witmore
 
ADVANCEMENT  
Director of Advancement   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Meiyu Tsung  
Assistant Director of Advancement  
    Resources   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sara Trautman-Yeğenoğlu
Manager of Donor Relations and Corporate
    Partnerships   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Stephan Hernandez
Manager of Individual Giving  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Rachel Luehrs
Manager of
    Special Events  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Sarah Frances Williams
Manager of Advancement
    Operations & Analytics  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Natalie Groom 
Advancement Assistant  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Scott Hounsou

MARKETING, COMMUNICATIONS, 
 AND CREATIVE MEDIA
Director of Marketing, Communications,  
    and Creative Media  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Lauren Beyea 
Creative Media &  
    Analytics Manager   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Scott Thureen
Digital Content Manager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tina David  
Bucklesweet,  
    Press & Media Relations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Amanda Sweet
Graphic Designer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Daniele Oliveira   

PATRON SERVICES
Patron Services  
    Manager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Chad Dexter Kinsman
Patron Services Associate  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mbissane Diagne

ARTS EDUCATION & PARTNERSHIPS 
Director of Arts Education

  & Partnerships .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Amber Pannocchia
Arts Education

  Program Manager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kristen Harts 
Community and
    Global Programs Manager  .  .  .  .  .  .  Hannah Katz

GOSPEL MUSIC PROGRAMS
Director of Gospel
    Music Programs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . David G. Powell 
Senior Manager of Choir 
    Operations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kathy Brewington
Recruitment & Production Coordinator 
    for Gospel Music Programs   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Tevin Price 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
Chief Financial Officer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Paul Leider
Assistant Director of HR &  
    Operations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Bridgette Cooper

PROGRAMMING & PRODUCTION
Director of Programming  .  .  .  .  .  .  Samantha Pollack  
Programming  
    Operations Manager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Anna Rudnitsky

SPECIAL PRODUCTIONS & INITIATIVES
Supervising Producer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Eric E. Richardson  
  
RESIDENT ARTISTS 
Artistic Director,  
  Children of the Gospel Choir  .  .  .  .  .  Michele Fowlin  
Artistic Director,  
  Men & Women of the  
  Gospel Choir  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Theodore Thorpe III  
Music Director,  
  Washington Performing Arts  
  Gospel Choirs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Anthony “Tony” Walker 
Choreographer,

Washington Performing Arts
Gospel Choirs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Karon Johnson

Artistic Director Emeritus,  
  Washington Performing Arts  
  Gospel Choirs   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Stanley J.Thurston




